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legislative intervention. Quite a number of improvements
have of late been suggested in connection with these gloves,
the important matter of ventilation coming up for particular
notice. The ordinary surgical rubber gloves are usually
made from cut sheet rubber, the joints being secured by a
narrow strip of rubber solutioned on, vulcanization being
effected in the sulphur bath. A different process is followed
by the Lindsay Rubber Co., of New York ; in this the
glove is made in the seamless state from rubber solution,
being built up of two or three layers, some of pure and
some of compound rubber.
An insignificant article, the umbrella ring to wit, is made
in such large quantities that it is really surprising where
they all go to. As strength is a prominent requisite
in these articles, they are all made up by hand after a par-
ticular manner, of which the following is a brief description.
Strips of spread sheet, consisting of pure rubber and sul-
phur, are cut into short lengths with oblique ends, giving
the form of an elongated lozenge. These are wrapped
round a mandril, and the edges firmly pressed together to
form a perfect tube, in which the line of junction takes an
oblique direction. The workgirl then rolls the tube back-
wards and forwards with her fingers until it takes the form
of a ring, in which the original jointing line forms part
and parcel of the rubber mass so perfectly that it does not
constitute an inherent source of weakness. The rings are
subsequently laid in a tray of French chalk, and vulcanized
in the steam pan.
The vacuum jar ring, which, like the umbrella ring, has
a circular cross-section, is made by a less laborious process.
As it has not to undergo tension when in use, the strength